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MINES AND PETROLEUM INDUSTRY — PERFORMANCE 
251. Mrs R.M.J. CLARKE to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to strengthen the state’s resource industry and supporting 
jobs in mining and petroleum. Can the minister outline to the house how the mining industry is performing under 
this government?  
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON replied: 
I am very pleased to answer this question from a member who represents one of the prime mining and resource 
jurisdictions in Western Australia. The south west of Western Australia is an important part of the resource 
industry in Western Australia and the member is doing a fabulous job representing the interests of her community.  
I want to let members know that the good news continues for the resources sector of Western Australia and the 
Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety has recently released statistics for 2017. It is great to see that 
iron ore sales reached 795 million tonnes, which is a record, worth $63 billion. For the first time ever, the gold sector 
sold $11 billion worth of gold from Western Australia, which is the first time ever it has sold over 200 tonnes of 
gold out of Western Australia—the best year ever in the history of the gold industry in Western Australia.  
Several members interjected.  
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I am also pleased to report that 2017 was the best year ever for exploration spending in 
the gold sector in Western Australia. It reached $550 million, $100 million more than in 2016—over a 20 per cent 
increase in gold exploration in Western Australia in 2017. Liquefied natural gas exports reached 32.7 million 
tonnes, an increase of 38 per cent on 2016, and another record. Alumina increased by six per cent. I am sure the 
member for Murray–Wellington would be very pleased to hear that. Even nickel stopped its decline. It had been 
declining for four years. Last year, the decline stopped and sales went up by five per cent following the four 
previous bad years. Of course, the lithium boom continues—a 166 per cent increase in sales to $780 million —  

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Members! I want to hear this. This is good news for Western Australia I think.  

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: Indeed, Mr Speaker. Do you know why the opposition is so upset? It is good news for 
Western Australia. As I say, the lithium industry is going gangbusters. Members will be pleased to know there 
were 111 236 people employed in the industry, a six per cent increase from 2016, members. Also, in 2017, 
employment in the onshore oil and gas industry was 1 267, a 15 per cent increase on onshore gas jobs under this 
government —15 per cent. Indeed, only recently there was a massive vote of confidence in the onshore gas 
industry in Western Australia when Mitsui paid $600 million for a 50 per cent share of the Waitsia gas project, the 
single largest investment in the onshore oil and gas industry in the history of Western Australia. When did it 
happen? It happened under this government—the single largest investment in onshore oil and gas. Members 
opposite cannot handle the facts. I want to finish. There is even more good news.  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: More?  

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: There is more good news, Treasurer. I want to let members know that in the first quarter 
of 2018, 762 program of works applications were approved by the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and 
Safety, which is only three fewer than the previous record, the second highest number in the history of the state—
only three fewer than in 2011 at the height of the boom. There were 762 new applications approved. Nobody has 
ever been able to achieve that in that seven-year period. Mining and resources in Western Australia are the 
strongest they have ever been.  

Mr S.K. L’Estrange: That is despite you. 

The SPEAKER: Well! Yes. I call the member for Churchlands to order for the first time. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: It is amazing that whenever ministers are prepared to make decisions instead of leaving 
files on the desk for months and months, the industry can get on and do its work too. 
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